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Westin Denver Airport
Certified For Success: How The Westin Denver Airport 
Turned Sustainability Goals into Measurable Results
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Check out our other
member case studies to see
how Eco-Rating
Certification can increase
the value of your business

The Impact
Resource Reduction

187,000 gallons less
water used (Oct 2024–
Oct 2025)
47 dekatherms less
natural gas = 13,772 kWh
saved
Decreased waste
reduction from 272.9
tons → 225.1 tons
Landfill diversion more
than doubled (11% → 26%)

Operational & Financial
Benefits

Lowered utility and
waste costs
Increased departmental
efficiency and
accountability
Verified metrics to
support RFP responses
and brand sustainability
reporting

Market Differentiation
A 4-key rating
strengthened the hotel’s
competitive edge in
corporate procurement,
enhanced guest trust,
and reinforced its
leadership in sustainable
hospitality

The Background
The Westin Denver International Airport is more than just the only hotel connected to
DEN’s Jeppesen Terminal. It is a sustainability flagship at one of North America’s
busiest transportation hubs. With 519 guestrooms, 37 meeting rooms, 37,000 sq. ft. of
event space, and a LEED Platinum design, the hotel balances world-class guest
experience with exceptional environmental performance. Today, it proudly holds a 4-
key Eco-Rating.

The Challenge
Despite its sustainability-forward architecture, the property needed a unified,
validated system to measure and maintain its impact at scale. The team set some
ambitious goals:

Reduce energy consumption by nearly 50%
Lower water usage by 30%
Strengthen reporting for corporate procurement and RFPs
Implement sustainable operating practices property-wide

To achieve this, the engineering and operations teams needed a structured, third-
party framework to validate their performance and guide continuous improvement.

The Solution
Through Marriott International’s partnership with Green Key Global, the Westin
adopted the Eco-Rating Certification, a comprehensive, hotel-centric program
designed to help properties benchmark, improve, and verify sustainability
achievements. Working with Green Key Global, the hotel has advanced progress in:

Energy Efficiency: Optimized HVAC, lighting, and building systems
Water Conservation: Upgraded systems that cut consumption significantly
Waste Diversion: Expanded composting, tracking, and recycling
Departmental Alignment: Enhanced engagement between engineering,
housekeeping, and F&B teams
Sustainable Procurement: Improved responsible materials and vendor
partnerships

“Green Key Global gave us the structure to showcase the
incredible work happening here. It’s one thing to say you’re
sustainable, it’s another to prove it.” 
Curtis Heath, Director of Engineering, Westin Denver Airport
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